
Sometimes the scholarly path leads to new discoveries in the library. 
Other times it leads to buying a used school bus and creating 
Canada's �rst mobile makerspace.   

 Serendipity:  Chance Encounters 
in the Digital Humanities

Kim Martin is the Michael Ridley Postdoctoral Fellow in Digital Humanities at the 
University of Guelph.  She recently completed her doctoral thesis, “Creating Context from 
Curiosity: The Role of Serendipity in the Research Process of Historians,” at Western University’s 
Faculty of Information and Media Studies.  Her current work examines the role of gender in 
Digital Humanities Centers and Makerspaces.  She is the co-founder of Canada’s �rst
mobile makerspace, The MakerBus, which is based in London, ON.

Sponsored by the Discovery Centre, the Hyperlab, the Digital Rhetorics and Ethics Lab, 
and the Collaborative Master’s program in Digital Humanities

For more about our program, write   DigitalHumanities@carleton.c a   or follow us   @dhcarleton

This is the story of one scholar ’s adventures down a path that joins 
Digital Humanities, Serendipity Studies and the Maker Movement, 
where the moral of the story is:  I f you see a chance, take it.
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